
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO 91-166

AMENDING CEASE AND DESIST ORDER NO 88-174

RHONE-POULENC BASIC CHEMICALS COMPANY
MARTINEZ, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco
Bay Region (herein called the Board) finds that:

1. Rhone-Poulenc Basic Chemicals Co. (herein called the
discharger) owns a Class I disposal site sUbject to the Toxic
pits Cleanup Act of 1984, located adjacent to the Carquinez
Straight in the town of Martinez, in Contra Costa County.

2. 'rwo lined surface impoundments, designated as evaporation pond
1 and 2 occupy an area of 11 acres and were used to store
extracted low pH groundwater containing zinc and other heavy
metals which leached from buried cinders and slag wastes.
The two areas of buried mineral wastes are known respectively
as the north and south ore bodies. The south ore body is
located on land owned by the discharger, whereas the north ore
body is located on land o\.,rned by the state of california, and
managed by the State Lands Commission.

3. These two surface impoundments contain liquid hazardous wastes
produced by pumping contaminated groundwater out of the ore
bodies. As part of the Board approved closure, the discharger
constructed a metals recovery plant to treat the pond wastes.

4. 'rhe Board adopted a Cease and Desist Order No. 88 ·-17 4 on
December 21, 1988, requiring in accordance with the
requirements of TPCA, that the discharger cease placing or
storing liquid hazardous wastes or hazardous wastes containing
free liquids into the two surface impoundments by June 1,
1991, and close the impoundments by December 31, 1991. The
discharger has failed to meet the ,June 1, 1991 and will not
meet the December 31, 1991 deadline, due to unforseen
technical and permitting problems.

5. Closure of the ponds will be accomplished by continuing to
resolubilize and reclaim the metals from the sludges until the
concentrations are below hazardous or practical leachable
levels. If the practical leachable levels are above the
hazardous waste levels, the discharger will be required to
further remediate the sludge by other means until the
nonhazardous waste levels are achieved. 1'he discharger








